B. T. GOVT. DEGREE COLLEGE, MADANAPALLE — 517325
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
{Cereal gardening on 04.09.2024}

Scope :-

The scope of cultivating a cereal garden at B.T. Govt Degree College extends
beyond mere gardening. It encompasses creating a dynamic, living laboratory for students
to gain practical experience in botany, agriculture, and environmental science. It provides
a platform to study sustainable farming practices, understand nutritional value, and even
explore the economic aspects of crop production. Furthermore, it aims to foster community
engagement, develop practical skills, enhance campus aesthetics, and potentially
contribute to local food security, all while promoting a culture of sustainability within the
college.

Objectives :-

The primary objectives of establishing a cereal garden are to: enhance student
learning through hands-on experience in cereal cultivation; promote environmental
awareness and sustainable agricultural practices; develop practical gardening and
agricultural skills among students; provide a space for community building and
collaboration; educate students on the nutritional importance of cereals; facilitate research
and experimentation related to crop production; contribute to campus beautification; and,
where feasible, supplement college food resources, all while fostering a deeper
understanding of the connection between food, environment, and community.

Procedure :-

The college started a cereal garden project, where teachers and students
worked together. First, they planned everything out, got permission, and picked a good
spot on campus. They checked the soil and got all the seeds, tools, and watering systems
they needed. Then, students planted the seeds and took care of the garden, watering and
weeding it. They learned how to grow different cereals and kept track of how the plants
were doing.

The garden became a place to learn. Teachers held classes there, and students
did projects on growing crops. They also put up signs to teach others about the plants and
how to take care of the environment. When the crops were ready, they harvested them
and used them for learning, like cooking classes. Some of the food was shared with the




college. They made sure to keep the garden going by using good practices like composting.
They also checked how the garden was doing and asked for feedback to make it better in
the future.
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4. Pic with students before going to harvest

Outcomes of Cereal gardening :-

Practical Agricultural Skills:

« Students gain hands-on experience in various aspects of agriculture, including
planting, sowing, watering, weeding, and harvesting.

o They learn about different cereal varieties, their growth cycles, and optimal growing

conditions.
« They develop practical skills in using gardening tools and equipment.
Enhanced Scientific Understanding:

« Students deepen their understanding of plant biology, soil science, and
environmental factors affecting plant growth.

o They learn about the processes of photosynthesis, nutrient uptake, and pest

management.

o They can conduct experiments and research projects, fostering scientific inquiry and
critical thinking.

Increased Environmental Awareness:

« Students gain a greater appreciation for the importance of sustainable agriculture
and environmental conservation.

o They learn about the impact of agriculture on the environment and explore ways to
minimize negative effects.

o They understand the importance of biodiversity and local ecosystems.

Improved Nutrition and Health Awareness:




Students learn about the nutritional value of different cereals and their role in a
healthy diet.

They gain a better understanding of where their food comes from and the
importance of fresh, locally grown produce.

Development of Life Skills:

Students develop valuable life skills, such as teamwork, collaboration, and problem-
solving.

They learn responsibility and patience through the ongoing maintenance of the
garden.

They gain a sense of accomplishment and pride in their work.

Community Engagement and Social Skills:

The garden provides a space for students to connect with their peers, faculty, and
the broader community.

They develop communication and interpersonal skills through collaborative
activities.

They learn how to share their knowledge with others.

Economic Awareness:

Depending on the scale of the garden, they can learn about the cost of growing
food, and the value of the crops that are produced.




